
 

Lecture Summary – Thursday 25th September 2025 

Role of the Masjid – Sheikh Ali Abbas Malik 
 

1. Introduction 

• Reflects on verses from Surah al-Tawbah, contrasting two mosques: 

o A mosque built on hypocrisy and opposition. 

o A mosque founded on taqwa (God-consciousness) from the very first day. 

• From this, the lecture focuses on the true role of the masjid, especially its spiritual purpose. 

 

2. Purpose of the Masjid 

• Not primarily about architecture, size, or design, but about purification and connection to 
Allah. 

• Masjids symbolize Islam and must be built with pure intentions, free from personal fame or 
ego. 

• The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and Imam Ali (a) are linked to the establishment of masjids founded on 
devotion and sincerity. 

 

3. Spirituality of the Masjid 

• People attend the masjid not merely for ritual but out of love and desire for purification. 

• The masjid is a "feast for the soul", in contrast to worldly places that satisfy desires of the 
senses. 

• It helps Muslims escape from the distractions of dunya (worldly life) and reorient themselves 
towards Allah. 

• True spirituality is not subjective "feel-good" experiences but alignment with the Creator’s 
path. 

 

4. Warning Against Worldly Distractions 

• Story of an Imam in Basra who warned people against lives of endless work and sleep, 
neglecting preparation for the hereafter. 

• Halal income is guaranteed by Allah — neglecting religious duties for work will not increase 
sustenance. 

• Prioritizing dunya, careers, or wealth at the expense of deen leads to spiritual loss. 

• Even religious practice risks becoming empty ritual if not accompanied by sincere intention. 



 

5. Hearts and Spiritual Purification 

• Qur’an warns of hearts becoming harder than rocks due to sin and distance from Allah. 

• Masjids serve as spaces for softening hearts, breaking idols of worldly attachment, and 
renewing faith. 

• Angels perceive human souls by their inner purity, not outward appearance. 

 

6. Hadith: Eight Benefits of Frequenting the Masjid 

According to Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (a), one who frequents the masjid will receive at least one of eight 
blessings: 

1. A beneficial brother/friend. 

2. New knowledge. 

3. A deeper understanding of the Qur’an. 

4. A share of Allah’s mercy. 

5. Guidance away from ruin. 

6. Direction towards further guidance. 

7. The ability to abandon sin out of shame before Allah. 

8. General spiritual upliftment and closeness to Allah. 

→ These benefits require coming with the right niyyah (intention) and openness to growth. 

 

7. Practical Takeaways 

• Masjid attendance should not be limited to rituals or socializing but should cultivate true 
spirituality. 

• Even a few minutes of sincere dhikr, dua, or reflection in the masjid carries immense blessings. 

• Develop the taste for worship and seek opportunities like tahajjud (night prayer) for deeper 
closeness to Allah. 

• Encourage children to value Qur’an and deen alongside education and careers. 

 

8. Connection to Karbala 

• Imam Husayn (a) asked Sayyida Zaynab (a) to remember him in her prayers, highlighting the 
eternal link between salah and spiritual remembrance. 

• Sayyida Zaynab’s perseverance in prayer after Ashura, despite immense suffering, shows the 
depth of true worship and spirituality. 

 



9. Conclusion 

• The masjid is the spiritual heart of the Muslim community. 

• Its true purpose: purification of the soul, softening of the heart, and closeness to Allah. 

• Muslims should value their masjids, frequent them with sincere intentions, and strive to 
unlock their spiritual blessings. 

 

     Key Message: 
The masjid is not just a building or social hub — it is a sanctuary for spiritual purification, preparation 
for the hereafter, and genuine connection with Allah. Its blessings are unlocked only when approached 
with sincerity, humility, and the desire for inner transformation. 

 


