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“The Importance of a Good Ending (Husn al-Khatimah)” – 
Shaykh Yusufali Dhirani 
 

 

1. Core Message 

Emphasis on the Islamic concept of a good ending — “Husn al-Khatimah” — meaning to leave this 
world with faith, righteousness, and the pleasure of Allah. Regardless of how long a person lives (70, 
80, 90 years or more), what truly matters is the final state of a person’s faith and actions. 

 

2. Qur’anic Examples 

• Prophet Yusuf ( السلام عليه ) is mentioned as a model of someone whose ending was righteous 
and honourable despite many tests in his life. 

o Yusuf’s duʿāʾ: “You are my Protector in this world and the Hereafter. Let me die as a 
Muslim and join me with the righteous.” (Surah Yusuf 12:101) 

o This illustrates that even prophets sought a good ending through constant prayer and 
trust in Allah. 

• Surah Al-Baqarah 2:132 — a reminder of the command to remain steadfast in faith until 
death. 

 

3. Categories of People and Their Endings 

The speaker outlines four broad categories regarding good or bad endings: 

1. Good from Beginning to End: 

o Born into faith, lived righteously, and died with strong iman. 

o Examples: Prophets, truthful ones (Siddiqin), martyrs, and pious people. 

2. Bad from Beginning to End: 

o Rejected faith and died in disbelief. 

o Example: Abu Jahl. 

3. Bad Beginning, Good Ending: 

o Initially astray but later found guidance and died with iman. 

 

 



4. Good Beginning, Bad Ending: 

o Started with faith and good deeds but drifted away and died in a state of disbelief or 
sin. 

o This category is particularly dangerous and tragic, and the speaker warns the 
audience to pray for protection from it. 

 

4. Historical Examples 

• A wealthy man during the Prophet’s time: 

o Initially made a covenant with Allah to give charity if blessed with wealth. 

o After gaining wealth, he refused to pay zakat and even rejected the obligation itself — a 
dangerous sign that led to his bad ending. 

• Companions and figures from early Islamic history: 

o Some who were once righteous later fell into disobedience, political conflict, or 
disbelief. 

o Emphasises how hearts can change over time. 

 

5. Lessons from the Companions 

• The story of Anas ibn Malik  — a servant of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم — is shared to highlight: 

o Longevity doesn’t guarantee steadfastness. 

o One must continually seek Allah’s protection for a good end. 

• Stories of individuals during the caliphate periods show how power, wealth, or personal 
desires can lead to corruption and spiritual downfall. 

 

6. Dangers of Changing Hearts 

• The lecture highlights several individuals who: 

o Started with strong faith, 

o But later rejected obligations like zakat, 

o Or got involved in political intrigue or injustice, 

o Leading to their spiritual decline before death. 

• The prayer of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم: 
“O Turner of hearts, keep my heart firm upon Your religion.” 

 

 

 



7. Role of Parents and Duʿāʾ 

• The duʿāʾ of parents, especially mothers, plays a significant role in a person’s life. 

• The speaker notes that: 

o A mother’s heartfelt prayer for her child is often swiftly accepted. 

o This should be valued and sought regularly. 

 

8. Practical Takeaways 

• Constantly make duʿāʾ for a good ending. 

• Guard one’s heart against pride, greed, and neglect of religious duties. 

• Give zakat and uphold obligations even when wealth or power increases. 

• Do not rely on past good deeds — maintain humility and consistency. 

• Value parental prayers and seek their blessings. 

 

9. Closing Supplications 

The lecture ends with duʿāʾ asking Allah: 

• Not to let hearts deviate after guidance, 

• To grant mercy, 

• And to bless the believers with husn al-khatimah (a righteous ending). 

 

   Key Reminder: 

“It’s not how you start your life, but how you end it that truly matters in the sight of Allah.” 

 

 


